
social and antisocial behaviour

living situation

family and social relationships

physical and psychological health

education and employment

s e r v i c e s

Include services already in place and those offered but not accepted. Give dates. 
This summary represents the service plan for the child.

br ief  background facts

date started dd mm yy

date completed dd mm yy

dates child seen dd mm yy

dd mm yy

dd mm yy

dd mm yy

If the child has not been seen, give reason.

What services are most likely to achieve the outcomes you have described? 
(Folding the pages in half vertically makes it possible at a glance to see the fit between 
the parts; fold the back page to see the fit between outcomes and services.) 

Paperwork
S H O R T E R R E C O R D

chi ld’s  name

ID  



social and antisocial behaviour

living situation

family and social relationships

physical and psychological health

education and employment

n e e d s

Second, from the information in the column to the right, summarise your
judgement about the needs of the child and the family, noting any
contrary views.

First, summarise the circumstances of the child and other family members 
in this column. Note any contrary views and any issues relating to parental
needs and/or capacity.

abuse or neglect family dysfunction child’s disability

socially unacceptable behaviour parental illness/disability low income

family under acute distress absent parenting other

Please tick one of the nine categories. 
The information is necessary for the
Department of Health Children in Need

data collection census

c i r c u m s t a n c e s

fo
ld



social and antisocial behaviour

living situation

family and social relationships

physical and psychological health

education and employment

o u t c o m e s

Under each heading choose an appropriate period in which the child’s needs can be
addressed. Say what outcomes can realistically be achieved by the end of this period.

t h r e s h o l d s  

Threshold judgements always benefit from discussion with a colleague or

supervisor. 

Is there impairment to physical or psychological health? 
(the absolute test)

Relative to children of a similar age and stage of development,
is there impairment to development? 

Relative to the child’s situation 12 months previously,
is there impairment to development?

After taking a second opinion, is the child’s development
relative to the norm considered to be impaired?

Was impairment to health identified? (copy the absolute 
judgement A above)

Using the five tests, is the impairment to development 
judged to be significant?

yes no

yes no

yes no

yes no

yes no

yes no

Using the four tests, is the impairment predicted judged 
to be significant?

There is no
impairment to
health or
development.

No impairment to
development is
predicted.

yes no

yes no

Impairment to
development 
(not significant) 
is predicted. 

Significant
impairment to
development is
predicted.

There is
significant
impairment to
health or
development.

There is
impairment to
health or
development, but 
not significant.

Is there likely to be impairment to development in the future?



o p t i o n s


